LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUWAM VASUDEVA\ NAMBUDIRI

won love and respect from all quarters. His journey throughout
India ws a victorious one" remarks Unnikrishnan Puthur, the great
Malayalam writer.7

Vazhakunnam has been conducting pilgrimages to places like
Madras and Bombay in addition to Kodungallur, Tellichery,
Trichambaram etc. Along with him he took many devotees and
disciples, irrespective of caste and class, who willingly accompa-
nied him. This pilgrimage itself can be taken as a strong method
of integration. In the words of Mahatma Gandhi:

"Our leading men travelled throughout India either on foot or
bullock carts. They learnt one another's languagues and there
was no aloofness between them" and he adds, "They taught us
that those whose hearts were aglow with righteousness had the
Ganga in their own homes. But they saw that India was one
undivided land, so made by nature. They therefore argued that
it must be one nation. Arguing thus they established holy places
in various parts of India and fired the people with an idea of
nationality in a manner unknown in other parts of the world."8

We find Srimadbhagavatam speaking about the sanctity of
pilgrimage of saints. The sages, moving from place to place
purified the whole earth. They came there along with their
disciples. Visiting the tirthas these holy men, instead of getting

7. Unnikrishnan Puthur, Mathrubhumi Guruvayur Supplement,
dated 15.2/92, Mathrubhumi, Calicut, p.41.

8. Quoted by Dr. V. Raghavan, Op. cit p.34.
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